
    

discover what your peers would advise 
you to watch to discover britishness

 and learn more about the british character.
Here are their must-see lists



As a French person,  watching a lot  of  British TV 
shows helps us to discover all the faces of British 
people,  all  the  different  characteristics  of  the 
British !  Because  all   Britishness  is  reflected  in 
British television. 
So, my Must See in 2014 list is going to be very 
long.  The  goal  of  all  that  is  to  wonder  to  what 
extent we can say that British TV shows reflect the 
Britishness. You, who's comfortably sitting in your 
chair,  in  front  of  your  computer,  think  about  it. 
Yeah you, dear reader !

Like  I  said,  there  are  a  lot  of  TV  shows  that  I 
should, I MUST watch ! For my own culture, and to 
learn more about who  the British are !

The suit ! May be you're laughing at me, but in my 
mind, classy British characters wear suits. Look, for 
example, at James Bond, Sherlock Holmes, or Dr 
Who. They're all wearing suits ! It's like a part of 
them. So I'm going to watch the new season of Dr 

Who to analyze  this  strange thing,  and to confirm 
what I have in mind. In addition, I'm going to see if all 
the social classes are like that, and if not, what they 
are wearing.

British eccentricity is very important in my mind ! 
British are – sorry for that, I  love you all  – strange 
people  with  strange  habits.  They  wear  strange 
clothes – when they're not in suit – , and even their 
hair  are strange.  Little  Britain shows that well.  I've 
not finished all  the seasons,  so I'm going to watch 
with attention this series, which shows us the British 
sense of humour as well.

Oh !  And  the  Monty  Python's  TV  show !  I  never 
laughed so hard when I'm watching those sketches ! 
So,  I'm  going  to  watch  them  again  and  again.  It 
combines all the British characteristics.

Enjoy watching all those series !  
Clara 

***

Welcome  to  2014  readers !  The  British  are  really 
interesting aren't they ? So, why don't you learn more 
about  them ?  That's  why  I  suggest  you  to  read  my 
« must see » list.

First  of  all,  if  you  want  to  discover  British 
stereotypes, just let yourself tempted by series of Great 
Britain  as  « Goodness  Gracious  Me »  which  is,  more 
than a really funny series, a really interesting TV show 
that demonstrates the British talent in  making fun of 
themselves (Even if the series is about the Indian part 
of the British part of the population). « Little Britain » 
just works in the same way, fat people and homosexuals 
are  represented  in  a  really  funny  way !  But  it's  not 
mean ! Once more, it's about showing the world : « see, 
what you think of us is particulary funny ». Those series 
are  just  to watch  if  you  want  to  laugh  from  the 
beginning to the end by learning stereotypes about the 
British people.

Now let me present you some  TV shows that 
are  more  serious  but  still  interesting  to  discover  the 
British  characters.  « The  Avengers »  is  the  transition 
between a comic series and a more serious one. The 
characters  are  stereotypes  but  the  story  is  not  real. 
« Mary Poppins » ! It's about the perfect English nurse 
who's flying with her umbrella (typically British!).   
The  character  can't  be  more  British  because  of  her 

clothes, her obsession with tea-time , etc... But the story is 
really interesting and sometimes we are affected.

 « Luther » and « James Bond » are respectivelly a series 
and a film that are representing British heroes, in the way 
that we can represent ourselves in them. Those films are 
really  serious,  particulary  « Luther »  who  is  a  tortured 
detective,  but  they  are  representing  the  typical  British 
characters.  By the way,  James Bond has his  own British 
parody, « Johnny English » (British humour, again).

Finally,  if  you're  interested  in  the  creativity  of 
English people, just watch out « Sherlock Holmes », it's a 
very old story written a long time ago (122 years ago). But 
it's  certainly  the  most  current  story  of  all  the  time. 
Sherlock  Holmes  is  growing  with  the  world.  Each  new 
generation is adapting is own « Sherlock Holmes ». That's 
why you'll discover the different English ways of life in the 
different time of history, you'll have a lots of versions to 
watch.

So !  Just  follow my advice,  you won't  be disappointed I 
promise !:)

Jérémy 

***



This  is  my  Must  See  in  2014  list !  It  will  be  about 

cartoons, series, movies,,, every kind of things that you 

can find on TV or on the web.

Firstly, the cartoons.  My favourite one is and 

will  always be Wallace and Gromit. Everyone loves it, 

the children and even the parents. I have to watch it at 

least once a year, and I think I am not the only one! This 

is typically the type of cartoons in which British sense of 

humor is very well represented. There is also Alice in 

Wonderland. The character « le chapelier fou » totally 

embodies the typical British man, with his famous hat, 

and his eccentricity.

Secondly,  the movies.  Every Sherlock Holmes 

movies,  especially  the  last  one  with  Robert  Downey 

Junior, are excellent examples of British personality. He 

is stubborn, smart, and very perspicacious. He is totally 

the English policeman that we imagine. If you love this 

kind  of  movie,  have  a  look  at  the  last  James  Bond, 

« Skyfall ».  Holmes and Bond have very similar tempers, 

but the agent 007 doesn't really solve murders, he is a spy. 

If  you  prefer  magic  to  violence,  you  might  like  "Harry 

Potter".  I  put  it  on  my  Must  See  list  because  it  is  an 

intemporal history, which represents the mysterious part 

of  British.  Those  characters  have  magical  powers,  they 

make them very special.

Last but not least, the British series. The famous 

one is Dr Who, and it has celebrated its 50th anniversary in 

2013.This  doctor  totally  represents  the  eccentricity  of 

British,  he is unique.He also has a very special  sense of 

humor......typically British in fact ! The new series Luther 

can  be  appreciated  a  lot  if  you  like  Sherlock  Holmes, 

because you totally find the method of the inspector in 

this drama.

                         Have fun watching these films & series

Inés

***

Hi everyone ! :)
I post to share with you my must see list.
First and foremost, I reckon you have to wonder what is 
to be British if you want to discover more about British 
characters. So, what is it to be British ? 
Most of you will answer me being British means to be 
eccentric. Of course it is ! But how ?
First, British people don't have any limits, they have a 
sense  of  humour  and  they  are  eccentrics  in  fashion 
because they are creative and inventive. 
Now,  let's  talk  about  my  list,  my  first  must  see  is 
Sherlock Holmes , everybody have already heard of him 
of read books, watched movies and so on …
He is 122 years old and he is now in our cultural DNA 
that's why we love him so much after all this time and I 
think  we  may  enjoy  the  relationship  between  the 
detective who inspired all the others and Watson .
Then, I'd like to talk about Johnny English, for those who 
don't know him, he is an agent and become an agent 
only when all the other agents are dead. If you want to 
have fun watch it! I haven't seen it but … I watched the 
trailer  and  I  think  it  is  funny  because  it  tends  to 
represent the British with humour in a movie.  This is 
inventive because he doesn't look like the other famous 
agents like James Bond, that's something different. 

I'd  like to add other series in my must  see list  too,  I've  
heard  of  Little  Britain  where  you  can  find  plenty  of 
stereotypes  with  British  people  like  representing  the 
characters mostly fat, mad etc... Actually, each character is 
a character, I mean if it were taking place in real like you 
would have thought this person is really a character ! It is  
weird and fun at the same time. 
I've also heard of Doctor Who,  I guess it is a good series 
nevertheless I don't think it really represents the British it 
is just a good science fiction series.
To put it in a nutshell, my must see list is composed of : 
Sherlock Holmes, Johnny English, Little Britain and Doctor 
Who because these heroes and anti-heroes represent with 
humour  the  British  mood  for  example  by  the  using  of 
stereotypes, nevertheless, we all  know that what makes 
the  British  so  eccentric  it  is  their  creativity  and  their 
attitude  (  in  fashion  or  even  just  in  being  themselves). 
More  than  characters  they're  myths,  basically  I  am 
thinking about Sherlock Holmes again ; and if iconic British 
characters are so famous,  the reason why we love them 
is because of their Britishness.

Now, I have to leave you dears, it is tea time !;) 

Silvana.

***



British characters have many caracteristics to represent 

the  Britishness.  Indeed,  British  people  and  British 

society  are  specific  because  of  many  things.  For 

example, because of its insularity Britain has a specific 

position in the world. In addition, British have never lost 

wars. British people haven't got any limits, and there are 

eccentric  people  with  a  sense  of  humour.  British  are 

known  all  over  the  world  thanks  to  symbols  like  the 

double decker buses or tea time. The British TV series 

do  represent  the  Britishness  thanks  to  the  British 

characters.  Indeed, in  British TV series,  the characters 

represent  the  eccentricity  of  British  people.  In  Little  

Britain,  there are fat characters, it is humour about the 

British  food.  The  series  represents  stereotypes  about 

what British people are.             

   Johnny English is a funny and eccentric character too. 

Coronation Street is a series which represents the middle 

classes in Britain. It's the most popular of British TV series 

in the world. The Avengers is a series which represents the 

British eccentricity,  there is  a British atmosphere in this 

series.  It's  one  of  the  most  famous  British  series.  God 

Gracious Me is a series which has been adapted on TV, but 

at the beginning, it was only on the radio. This series is the 

story of a group of British friends with Indian origins. The 

series  was  created  in  order  to  mix  Indian  and  British 

culture. It shows the point of view of Indians about British, 

so  there  is  a  great  sense  of  humour  and  a  lot  of  self  

deprecating. 

Enjoy discovering all these series !

Leïla


